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SUITABLE ANSWERS. 
By 1. BRUCKNER. / 


Ce ſeroit ſans doubte, bannir 1' nne de la ſociete que as pro- 
-ſcrire cette raillerie innocente qui exerce avec gaiets, fur de legers de- 
Lauts, une juſtice qui ſemble leur ẽtre due. 
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HILE che fubj ect of Refcrinilon e was Wt 
: bating in the "Houſe of Commons during 
che reign of Henry the Eighth, one of the Mem- 
bers, a Gentleman of Grey's-Inn, ſtruck with the 
vaſt variety of theological opinlons, the endleſs, in 
extricable controverſies on almoſt « every article 7 
faith, and the impoſſibility that an) man (ne 
leſt the people) ſhould make up his mind abo al 
them, with any ſatisfaction to himſelf, « co W % 
chat the only religion obligatory to nan, 

| the belief of one Supreme Being, the author « 


4 AY, 


der to obtain his We, 
A diſguſt of the fame kind ka e BY late 


an effect ſomewhat ſimilar on a Gentleman, hot 
of the law, but of the clerical order. Mr. Wake- 
field, a man reſpectable on many accounts, but on 


none more, than his attachment to what he deems 


* Hume's Hiſt, of England, vol. iii, pag. 16g. 


OE and the noble Kierifice * has made to 
it, has been induced of late to publiſh a pam- 
phlet with a view to cry dewn Social Worſhip, . 
or the joint ſupplications of the multitude in 
the temple, not only as unwarrantable in its na- 
ture and tendency, but contrary, moreover, to the 

practice and expreſs command of Chriſt and his 
Apoſtles, 3 

Whoever undertakes to combat an error ſhould 
be upon his guard againſt the oppoſite extreme. 
True religion is at all times more expoſed from 
the raſhneſs of its defenders, than from any. well- 
ſupported attack on the part of its enemies. It 
will not be amiſs, therefore, to inform the reader, 
that J am not one of thoſe, who would compaſs ſea 
and land to make : a proſelyte to the practice of fab- 
bathizing. I have always conſidered the act of 
juſtice, mercy, or forbearance which may precede | 
the oblation as more than the oblation itſelf. But 
thou ough attendance on public worſhip is not the 
firſt” among the requiſites which conſtitute true 
piety, yet it is one of the number; it is an in- 
ducement to true piety, and a means of preſery- 
ing it among men in 'general, eſpecially amongft 
the lower claſs; and as ſuch I undertake to defend 
it ES the unreſerved attack of Mr. W—, . 


IS % "5 <a 
e * 


A REVIEW, 


23 
os 
—— 
a 
. 
7 
nt 


$ g 1 4 
£ * « e g + 


1 , 
' 4 / j 4 ; * 
' 7 ; . , : 
it [ IS 8 « 9 F + * #4 . — 1 « + 4%» 
4. V W, „nn 
: £ * # 9 
Pd x , 81 5 - 4 


8E he T I 0 N 1. 
... Jeanſ Worſhip conf ered, 


O* hearing a man inveigh againſt Social Wor- 
ſhip, as an abſurd and dangerous practice, the 
firſt thought which occurs is, that, our Saviour hav= 
ing made it a rule to Frequent the Synagogue wher- | 
ever he came, it behoves him who ventures upon 
ſuch inyectives to haye che ſtrongeſt conviction 
imaginable, that they reflect no diſcredit on the 
moſt reſpectable of all characters. „ 
If public prayers, ſuch as obtain among us, were 
likewiſe f in uſe among che Jews, as will be ſhewn 
hereafter ; if, moreover, our public prayers are 
no better than © a medley of vain babling, 3 phari- 
« faical ſhew of frantic geſtures and ſolemn vi- 
« fages*;” and if as ſuch they were condemned by 
Chriſt, as It is alledged. by Mr. W— how could 


* Eſſay, Page 18+ 5 


ten 


"Ehriſt at any time, but more eſpecially after paſſing 
this ſentence, honour and encourage them with his 
Preſence? Such an example was inconſiſtent with 
the character, I ſhall not ſay of a ſage, byt of 
any man who valued himſelf upon his reputation: 


and for the truth of my aſſertion I appeal to the 


conduct of Mr. Wakefield, who, as I am told, 
has for ſome time paſt carefully avoided, and for 
very good reaſons, appearing in any public place 
of worſhip, whether of the conformiſt or non- con- 
formiſt kind. ; 

Mr. W— has felt the force of this objection, 
and endeavoured to remove it accordingly. His 


| anſwer, however, though much to the credit of 
- his candour, is by no means adequate to the pure 
poſe for which it was intended. *© do not pre- 


ec tend,” ſays he“, © to very ſatisfactory acquain- 


9 © tance upon the ſubject of Jewiſh devotion, and 


© therefore, if wrong, will gladly accept of more 
ie accurate information; but I find no circum- 
e ftances in the Scripture concerning theſe peo- 


be ple, that wear any aſpect of public worſhip as 


« we conduct it. The object of the Jews in their 
« aſſemblies, ſeems to be merely to recite the 
6e Scriptures, in the way of praiſe and thankſgiving, | 
te and to ſing hymns after the cuſtom of the firſt 
& Chriſtians mentioned by Pliny. When the 
« High Prieſt makes a prayer it is to himſelf; 


et The congregation neither hear him, nor ſeem 


rag 66. — 
f « deſirous 


ts '3 
| « deſirous of. dl dien nor * 8 aeg to 
te hear him. rh av an 1 OY 
7 undertake. to. remove, 2 7 | 
| brought here againſt the choſen race; I ſhall, only 
oblerve, that were any Jew occafiqnally, to enter 
into any place of Chriſtian.,worſhip, he probably 
would find room to return the compliment; but 
ſhould he turn critic on the accaan, and reaſon | 
thus: When their High Prieſt makes a prayer ig 
is to himſelf : the congregation ſeems neither diſ- 
5 poſed nor deſirous to hear him; ergo, there are 
& no public prayers. e chem.“ He would, bg 
laughed at. 
©, 4; L find, (ſays Mr. W- ci eh in cha 
a Scripture concerning this people, that wears any 
e aſpect of public worſhip as we conduct it.” I wiſh 
he had to us, how far the affinity between the 
Jewiſh and the Chriſtian worſhip is to extend, be · 
fore he will admit of the real exiſtence of the for- 
mer. I have too good an opinion however of his 
candour to ſuſpe& him of any propenſity towards 
cavilling. I ſhall therefore proceed to my inſorma· 
tion; but being no ſtranger to Mr. W—'s reputa- 
tion as a ſcholar, if I call what I have to ſay on this 
ſubject information; it is leſs on his account, than 
that of the Chriſtian readers in general, who, after 
Mr. W— has been pleaſed to ſet his mark ogon it 
as a mere  foppery, ought to know chat Chriſt ot 
ſelf attended focial worſhißpß. 
I am here conſidering the J. ewiſh an of wor- 


ſhi 4 as it obtainedlin the Synagogues atthetime when 
Chriſt 


2 *, 4 
— 


1 


x TCheift attended it; and obſerve accordingly that, 
except a trifling alteration in the number and order 


of public prayers, this worſhip was the ſame as that 


inſtituted in the time of Ezra and Nehemiah; the 
Jews having, from that time, made it a point not 
to innovate in their laws relative to religion . Pe- 
| fore that period, the public reading of the law took 
place among them, but once inſeven years according 
to Moſes's injunRtion, Deut. xxxi. and even diſconti - 

nued entirely in the times both of the K ings and 
Judges; after their return from the Babylonian cap- 
tivity, the Jews introduced it into the daily perform- 
ance of divine ſervice, the remaining parts of which 
were bleſſings and prayers. The latter conſiſted not 

only of private effuſions, according to the devotional 

_ taſte of every individual, but alſo in joint acts, all 
uniting aſter the words of the officiatigg Levite in 
| the utterance of the ſame ſentiments. That this is 
2 true repreſentation of the matter appears from 
| Ezra's and Nehemiah's account. And Ezra, ſays 
the former, opened the: book (of the law) in the fight 
of all the people, and when be opened it, all the people 
flood up; and Ezra bleſſed the Lord the great God, 
and all the people anſwered Amen, Amen, Amen, with 
lifting up their head, and they bow'd their heads, aud 
worſhipped the Lord with their faces to the ground 7. 
era ih _ children of: en _— up in _ 


* Lane namque 8 utimur Jifdew, in n os 
fine conſiſtimus.— Joſephus contra Apion, lib. ii. cap. 7.— ; 
N. B. This is * with reference to changes i in religion, : 


+: Neeber. viii. 5 and 6. 
* | 


x#7 


WER: and read in ibe book of the lau of the Lord te, 
Cad, one fourth part of the day, and another fourth part 
they, confeſſed and worſhipped the Lord their God n. In 
: a ſubſequent verſe, we read that eight of the Levites 
flandin in a raiſed ſeat cried: with'a'loud voice. with 
= the Lords. after which the people were exhorted to 
ſtand up alſo, and a prayer was delivered containing 
together with  donplagics, confeſliofs, and ſuppli- 
cations F. my hits f 7 d of Bus 
I have not hon this reg Jewiſh hiſtory 
as having eſcaped the obſervation of Mr. W—. 
There is ample room for the. ſuppoſition that he 
; had i it in view, and meant. to. leſſen the force of it, 
when he wrote the paragraph which we have copied 
from his eſſay, What reaſon but this could induce 
him to ſuggeſt, a difference, between praiſe and 
thankſgivings on the one hand, and prayers and ſußp- 
Plications on the other; as if the former of the two 
imaginary oppoſites characterized, in a particular 
manner the Jewiſn, and the latter the Chriſtian ſo⸗ | 
_ cial worſhip; as if the Almighty. could put up 
with accidental nn in thes . _ not 
in the other. | „ 
Nehemiah's account is hes no means | Opt 
to Mr. W—'s, diſlike of public worſhip. / Here; 
was, I ſhall not ſay a whole chorus of Levites, but 
a whole nation crying out Anen, and uniting in 
the ſame addreſs to the Deity. Mr. W expreſſes 
great diſlike to the mode of conducting public de- 
votion in the Church of EO He calls it “ the 


3 


* Neben, ix. 3. * 144. X5 4, 5, Ke. 
N 0 united 
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u united noiſes of the Paro, the clerk; and the con⸗ 


unreſerved diſpoſition, had hoppened to be preſent 
at the general meeting of the children of Ifrael, 


words meeting together, ſtones and brick-bats 


thority among them; I will now quote another to 


* (ſays he) other nations think themſelves notable 


Jewiſh worſhip, in the time of Chriſt, was no | 


\ 


1 


it gregation v. If a man, of Mr. W. free und 


where the vociferation muſt have been immenſe, as 
4 whole nation joined in the reſponſes, it is ally | 
perceived how it would have ended. The nurſing 
molhtys +, andſpecially that of the/Jews, were not 
remarkable at that time for keeping their temper. | 
Impatience of eontradiction, and intemperance in 


would in all likelihood have been of the party, 
and the ſufferer would have found friends at laft to 
8 RRR Zh 5 

I have already quoted a paſtige from Joſephus * 
un that the Jews made no alteration in the laws: 


which had once received the ſanction of public au- 
the ſame purpoſe from the ſame writer. © Whereis, 


et and praiſeworthy, in not abiding by the cuftoms' 
ce of their anceſtors ; we think, on the contrary, that 
never to attempt cr meditate any thing againſt the 
&© laws ęſtabliſhed from the beginning, is the true 
« characteriſtic of prudence and virtue d.“ 

We may take it for granted therefore that wa 


other than that eſtabliſhed by Ezra: and we ſhall” 


**Pax.-a7. 7. Page 9 

$ of vir tap "anno Tr miley, &c,—Contra * lib. li. 
cap. a0. | | 

be 


{C Bs 3 
be confirmed in his, idea, if we conſider that the 
latter ſtill obtains. among the. modern Jews, both 


with regard to mode and ſubſtance; and that the | 


ſervice of the primitive Chriſtians, manifeſtly bor- 


rowed from- the Jewiſh Synagogue, as has been 
proved. by the learned “, conſiſted chiefly in the 
reading of the Seripeure, and. ny, utterance of | 
prayer. OR | 1 
Prayers, both private and. common, are accord- 
ingly mentioned in every deſcription which, has 
been given of the ſervice of the Synagogue, whe- 
ther by Jewiſh or .Chriſtian writers. Private 
prayers were repeated individually, but the next 
were delivered by the Chazan, or miniſter of 
the Synagogue; the people attending to chem with 
their heads covered, and repeated inclinations. This 
ſhort ſketch, is copied from two writers : whoſe 
names alone, with reſpe& to many, would be ſuf- 
ficient to warrant its accuracy. However. as. gpi- 
nions differ, and as I wiſh to leave ng doubt on. the 
ſubject here under conſideration, namely, © the united 
ie noiſe of the parſon, and the, congregation,” 
I will endeavour to prove more particularly, that 
this circumſtance is not peculiar to the Chriſtians 
of the preſent age, but that they have it in com- 
mon with the Jews, taking their. mode of worſhip 
as it ſtgod when Chriſt lived amangſt them. The 
nature of my aſſertion requires that I ſhould conſider | 


" * Vitringa ! in Oblervationting Sacris de Synagoga veteri. 
+ Beauſobre & L Enfant Preface Generale ſur le N. T 
8 : 5 5 C Do . Its | 


U 10 1 


it. 1 Wich regard to the eil exiſtence of Social 


Worſhip among the Jews. | II. With regard to the 
ſubſtance, or component parts of th: at worſhi ipa amon ng 8 


them. : 
T. That Social Worſhip was, asit ſtill is, AMR 


among the Jews, at the beginning of the Chriſtian 


æra, is evident. (1) From their Synagogues hav- 
ing been from time immemorial, under the direc- 
tion of an inſpector or miniſter, whom they called 
the Chazan, whoſe office is thus deſcribed by their 


| own writers. The Chazan®, an inſpector of the 


congregation appointed to take the lead in public 
Prayers f. (2) From the uſe of Liturgies among 
them, both for the ſervice of the Synagogue and 


Temple, which Liturgies being repeated, by the 


Chazan in the Synagogue, and the Prieſt in the 


By emple, the people anſwered to the prayers con- 


tained in the former, by the uſual acclamation, 
Amen ; and to thoſe in the latter by certain doxolo- 


gies F. (3) From the ideas of ſuperior excetlence 


and efficacy which they attached to prayers uttered 
in concert with a whole congregation, God,  fays 


1 * Chazan inſpeftor e ille eſt qui Eceleſis 


przit in præcibus publicis. Elias Levita ex Baal Aruch, 
Apud Vitringam in Archiſynagogo. 


+ Buxtorf on the word Chazan, ſays n Nun - 
cius Eccleſiæ qui deſtinatus erat Synagogz neceſſariis 
operis præſtandis. Hic maxime oratione ſeu præcibus & 
cantu een præibat. Diction. Rab. Talm. * 


J Ses Lightfoot Horm Hebraic, in Matt. vi. g. 


one 1 their writers, ce | ni not reject the prayers: of 
< the congregation, though ſinners ſhould make part 
of it; it behoyes a man therefore, to join in ĩts 
cc prayers, that he may not pray alone, while he has 
4 an opportunity of praying with the congregation®.” 
II. That the Jewiſh prayers in the Synagogue, 
conſiſted of ſomething more than mere bleſſings, as 
ſurmiſed by Mr. W—, is probable from Paul's i in- 
ſtructions to Timothy f, reſpecting public prayers 
| which he divides into Supplications, Prayers, Inter- 
ceſſions, and Thani givings: for it can hardly be 
ſuppoſed that the Jewiſh Synagogue which, in every 
other reſpect, except the doctrine, was thearchetype 
of the Chriſtian Synagogue, as as the Chriſtian place 
of worſhip is called by one of the Apoſtles 9 ſhould 
not have had ſomething ſimilar in the diviſion of 
its prayers. We find accordingly that it divided 
them into Bleſſ ngs, Supplications, and Petitions , 
the firſt comprehending doxologies, or bleſſings 
properly ſo called; the ſecond, prayers for the re- 
miſſion of ſins; the third, ſupplications for various 
bleſſings, more particularly, for che Preſervation 


* 


„ Orationes congregationis non reſpult Deus, etiamſi | 
mixti illic adſint peccatores. Neceſle eſt ergo ut homo ſe 
congregationi aſſociet, ne ſolus oret, cum datur opportu- 
Nitas orandi cum congregatione, . cap. 8. Apud 
Lightfoot. , Heb. | 


4. 1. . Tim. i Us 1 6 James fl. . 


| + See Ikenii Antiquity e part i. chap. i ii. and 
Buxtorf. Diction. Rab. Talm. i in voce LIES. 
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12 ] 
Ze proper uſe of ſuch as are difpenſed daily by the 


1 bountiful hand of Providence . 


Mr. W— informs us that he has viſited the sy | 


nagogue, and gives it as his opinion that © when 


© the high prieſt makes a prayer, it is to himſelf, 
© the congregation neither hearing, nor ſeeming 
te deſirous to hear him; but as ke does not © pre- 


ee tend to any ſatisfactory acquaintance with the 


te ſubject of Jewiſh devotion ;” the query is, what 
thoſe have advanced who have made it the favorite 
ſubject of their ſtudy, Had Mr. W— but looked 
into the works of theſe men, he would have gained 


more information concerning the Jewiſh manner 
of worſhipping the Deity, in one hour, than he 


could in twenty ſpent in the Synagogue, 
Theſe men, far from ſiding with Mr. W in 52. 


tioning the exiſtence of Social Worſhip among the 


Jews, ſpeak of it as a thing too well known to enter 
into a particular detail of the proofs on which reſts 


its reality, Of this I ſhall give but two inſtances, as 


more would be tireſome to the reader, The learned 
Lightfoot, than whom no commentator has thrown 

more light on the Goſpel Hiſtory, has the follow- 
ing paragraph in his account of the Jewiſh Syna- 


gogue: © To inform the reader that public prayers | 


te were delivered by the Chazan, in the name of 
ee the congregation, who anſwered Amen to every 
« one of them, would be needleſs, and to tran- 
© ſcribe theſe prayers would be tedious, No one 


* Joſephus Contra 2 lib, ii, cap, 29. 


«K can 


t 1 


t can 180 ignorant that prayers confiituthnt the princi- Bo 


60 pal part of the ſervice of the Synagogue,” ® Vi- 
tringa the father, though a competitor with Light- 
foot for the Talmudiſtical laurel agrees, neverthe- 
leſs with him, in giving exactly the ſame account 
of the ancient Jewi/h mode of conducting divine 
ſervice. The prayers of the Synagogue,” ſays he, 
te we e read by the Chazan, out of certain books 
« of Liturgies containing the prayers of the an- 
te cient Church.“ T Profeſſor Vitringa's aſſertion 
is the more to the purpoſe, as he had told his render 
before hand, that he confined it to the ſtate of the 
| Synagogue at the time of Chriſt and his Apoſtles, 5 
The inference to be drawn from theſe premiſes is 
obvious, | 
I focial worſhip was in uſe amongſt the Jews, 
and nearly in the ſame form as the preſent Chriſtian 
worſhip, it is raſh, it is unpardonable, to ſtigmatize 
the latter as „ the parade of miſguided ſuperſtition, 
eas the contrivance of mere hypocritical formality.” 


Non opus eſt ut memoremus fuſas pro toto coetu, ab 
Angelo Eccleſiz præces, costumque unicuique orationi 
reſpondentem Amen; & nimium eſſet præces iſtas ſingula⸗ 
tim recitare. Sat notum omnibus præcipua opera in Sy- 
nagogis fuiſſe præces. Hor. Heb, in Matt. iv. 2g. 


+ Fundebantur vero praces a miniſtro Synagogæ excertis 
formularum libris, qui veteris Eccleſiz preces ieee 
bantur. Vitringa Lib, cit, 


9 In rituum a miniſtris Synagogæ obſervandorum, ad illa 
tantum munia ſpectabimus, que illis tempore Chriſti & 
Apoſtolorum fuerunt demandata, Ibid, | 

| | No 
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No difference can reaſonably be ſuggeſted, which will 
| Juſtify theſe odious appellations with regard to the 
one, and render them unwarrantable with reſpect 
to the other. Had the Jews no demure hypocrites 
among them? No men, who after paſſing ſix days 
in total diſregard of their duty, © ſmote their breaſt 
© on the ſeventh, and lifted up their hands and eyes 
te in all the mimickry of devotion?” Or was their 
public ſervice as free from noiſe and acclamations as 
that which takes place in the cloſet? The aſper- 
ion therefore falls alike upon the Jewiſh and Chriſ- 
tian worſhip. And if fo, how could Chrilt over- 
look ſuch blemiſhes in the former? Either he was 
not, what he pretended to be, the good ſhepherd who 


taketh care of his flock, or thoſe who entertain 


ſuch unfavorable notions of Public Worſhip are to- 
rally miſtaken. 
Mr. W— is very ſolicitous to diſcover wh 
ſages in the Goſpel Hiſtory, on which he may 
ground his prejudice againſt Social Worſhip; and 
as it generally happens to thoſe who labour under 
any preconceived opinion, there is not a ſingle fact 
or ſaying there, ſuſceptible of miſconſtruction in his 
way, which he does not bring forward, as a clear 
and deciſive proof of what he wiſhes to eſtabliſh, 
| Miſtaken man! His endeavours might be os: 
cuſed, had Chriſt at any time marked in his con- 
duct a ſtrong. diſlike to this mode of honoring the 
Deity, and avoided at all times, as ſome do among 
vs, the buildings conſecrated to this purpoſe : but 
as we are told in the Goſpel Hiſtory, that he miade 
= 


TW 
it a rule to attend them wherever he came, I won- 
der that Mr. W—'ſhould'be ſo earneſt in forcing. 
upon ſome of Chriſt's precepts and actions, a ſenſe 
fo derogatory to Social Worſhip in general. Is not 
this ſtamping a-mark of inconſiſtency upon his cha- 
racter? ls not this placing him below the level, of 
ſome whom, though differing in opinion with them, 
we commend for their diſintereſted andunſhakenat- 
tachment to what they conſider as truth? In any one 
of the cenſures he paſſed upon the guilty race, did 


he ever give reaſon to ſuſpect that he was not in ear- 


neſt, by ſetting himſelf an example of the folly which 
he condemned? Did he ever appear in public with 
large phylacteries, or pieces of parchment containing 
ſcraps of the law, ſown upon his garment? Did 
he ever affect to ſtand foremoſt in the Synagogue ? 
Or did he ever fall into any miſtake, which might 
be retorted upon him, as a proof that his conduct 
was not of a piece with his doctrine? From theſe 
and the like conſiderations, there is great reaſon to 
fuppoſe that Mr. W— is wrong, totally wrong, in 
his allegations from the Scripture in ſupport of his 
hypotheſis. However, as he conſiders them as ſo 
many ſtrong holds, in which he may ſet at defi- 
ance the patrons of Social Worſhip; it is neceſſary 
that he, or at leaſt thoſe who place any confidence 
in his judgment, ſhould be undeceived ; which I 
ſhall endeavour to do'in the remaining part of this 
pamphlet, 
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SECTION HI. 


Mr. WAKEFIELD's Arguments from the Prac- 
zice of Chriſt examined. 


© HE rſt paſſage which Mr. W— adduces as 
A Juſtification of his attack of Public Wor- 
ſhip is, that in Matt. xiv. 23. And when Jeſus 


had ſent the multitude away, he went up into a 


mountain apart to pray: and when the evening was 
come he was there alone. 

From Mr. W—'s comment on this ma 
one is inclined to fancy Chriſt ſurrounded on this 
occaſion with a troop of well-diſciplined Calviniſts 
and other diſſenters, who, unconſcionable men! 
after having partaken of the repaſt provided for 


them by the Holy. Nazarene *, expected it ſeems, to 
be regaled with a long prayer in their way, namely, 


with Aſcription, Confeſſion, Supplication, beſides 


many other particulars, and whom it was neceſſary 


therefore to break, once for all, of ſuch bad habits, + 
Mr. W— hates long prayers, © I yawned at 
them,” ſays he, © in my childhood, I flumbered 


over them in my maturer years.” F This infirmity- 
is not peculiar to Mr. W—. I have known many 


a martyr under thoſe circumſtances; but few that 
had recourſe in their long ſufferings to Mr, W—'g 


* An expreſſion borrowed from Mr, W. 


+ Ibid, Page 21. 
expedient ; 


CE 17 5 
25 expedient; who; like the luſty Chanter, in Bois 
| leav's Lutrin, propoſes on every occaſion the knock- 
ing-down plan, with this difference however, that 
one thinks it- practicable without Latin, and the 
other, without Hebrew antiquities *. b 
If long prayers be a ſin, we do well to admoniſh 
thoſe, who have contracted this habit. But this 
ſhould be done with temper: as otherwiſe, we do 
more harm than good. Both he that prayeth too 
much, and he that prayeth too little, will appear 
before the great Judge. All we have to do with 
reſpect to either, is to conſider, which is the moſt 
likely to be acquitted, and to act accordingly. 
Thoſe preſent at the miracle of the two fiſhes 
and five loaves were not the people whom Mr. W 
imagines. They were Jews, whoſe taſte for Social 
Worſhip, when they had any, ſpent itſelf regularly 
twice a day in the Synagogue, and no where elſe. 
They were what ſome people are ſtill in this coun- 
try, zealots whoſe violence was for ever ready to 
overpower thoſe, who ſhould propoſe any other 
form of worſhip, than that which had been deli-" 
vered to them by their fathets. But what ſhould 
be more particularly attended to, is this. They were 
men who groaning under oppreſſion, fiery in their 
temper, and Ie in _— naps were 


„En placant un * on croit nous ; rabaiſfer, 
Man bras ſeul ſans Latin, ſaura m'en delivrer. 
Qu'importe qu' Arnaud me condamne ou m 'approuve F* 


. partout od jo le trouve. * 4: 
Lorzix. 
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4 1 
at that very time looking out for an opportunity 
of ſhaking off the yoke; and who, ſeeing Chriſt work 
miracles in their favor, made rio-doubt of his being 
ſent to their relief, and were come accordingly to a 
reſolution of proclaiming him king without delay. 
That this is a fair repreſentation of the circuin . 
ſtances relative to Chriſt's departure into the mount, 
- becomes e from the account * of 
it by John: Te 
Then thoſe men, when they had * the "RY 
which Feſus had done, ſard: This is of a truth, 
that prophet, that ſhould come into the world, When 
Jeſus therefore perceived that they would come and 
tale him by force, to make him a king, he departed 


again into a mountain himſelf alon en. 


Mr. W— is ſo kind as to refer us to Marc. vi. 
46 and 47 f, as a parallel paſſage to Matt. xiv. 23. 
Had he been ſo fortunate as to think of John vi. 


14. and juſt looked over its contents, he would 


have had time to cool, and found himfelf in 
a diſpoſition of mind, much more favourable to 
truth and accuracy, than that in which he was, 
when fluſtied with the e of n he 
expreſſed himſelf thus: 1 
In the mean time, Jeſus Anf far from: the 
b buſtle, and inſpection of this - congregation, re- 
« tired to offer up his unoſtentatious devotion, to 
e that omnipotent Spirit, who ſaw in ſecret, and 
e would reward openly. The receſſes of a moun- 
« tain, and the gloom. of night, furniſhed the ſtage 


= John -vi. 24; 6. Bag 8.—Note. 
| „ © and 


OJ f 
1 and Fourieny' for the interceſnons and fupplications 
« of the holy Nazarene:” . 

Theſe are, no doubt, very * Seniifiing 
Flouriſhes which, on any other occaſion, would not 
have ate the Pages of a lus: or a N. 

| * 
nunc non erat his e | 0 

Felis perceived that they would come and wh 
him by force and make him a King. He departed 
#herefore again into a mountain Rim ſelf alone. 

: The reaſon which induced Chriſt to retire into a 
mountain, was not, as Mr. W— imagines a de- 
ſire of diſappointing ſome poor people hungring 
after ſocial prayer; but an apprehenſion of cauſing, 
by an untimely delay, a dangerous commotion, 
which Chriſt was the more inclined to avoid, as in 
conſequence of the tragical death of John the Bap- 
tiſt, he wiſhed at that time to remain unobſerved, 
and had on this account retired into the deſert. 
Mr. W— has adduced ſeveral other paſſages of 
the kind juſt noticed: which I ſhall now anſwer, in 
the aggregate, by the following general obſervation, 
I have already hinted at the unuſualneſs of that 
ſeparate kind of Social Worſhip amongſt the Jews, 
which Mr. W— expects to find authorized in the 
Goſpel Hiſtory, and if we attend to the following 
dame, ar d nen be u. ood to ac- 
count for it. f 

Selected out of the common 1 of nations ta 

be 1 p of the docttine of one God, 


"PV Matt. xiv, 13. 
52 creator 


P 
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Seator and Preſever of all things,” the res ever 
fince the beginning of their exiſtence as a people, 
had been trained up in habits of the ſtricteſt uni- 
formity, with reſpe& to the manner in which the 
Deity was to be worſnipped. With a view to this, 

Moſes, in oppoſition to the ſacred groves and hills 
of the Gentiles, had erected the tabernacle, and com- 

manded the Iſraelites, thither to carry their burnt 
offerings, their tithes and ſacrifices “: thither to di- 
rect their ſteps when diſpoſed to aſſemble in the 
name of the Lord their God ; and rigorous beyond 
meaſure were the puniſhments denounced againſt 
the oppoſers of this injunction. [fa prophet, a 
dealer in figns and wonders had taught any thing 
to the contrary, though his figns and wonders ſhould 
come to paſs, he was to be put to death 5. Nay, 

| If a man had been tempted by another, to worſhip 
in a way not known to him before, nor to his fathers, 
whether the ſeducer were his ſon; his daughter, the 

wife of his boſom, or his friend which he loved as 
his own ſoul, the ſeduced was: to di veſt himſelf at 
once of all pity, and be the firſt who laid violent 

Hands on him, in order to take away his life fr. 
Whatever might be the oppoſition to this Law of 
Moſes under the Kings of Judea, when the conteſt 
between the monarchical and theocratical party ran 
high |. Certain it is, that under the Maccabees, 
when Theocracy 1 was W ang: * reins 


4 } Deut. xii. 6. y v. 7. 33 Chap. Xitl, 1, 2 5 and 5. 
14 | f v. 10. 5 | 
14 I Ixkenii Antiq. Heb. part II. cap. ili. 6 16, 

| 6 of 
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prieſts, it recovered the full aſcendency, which it 
has preſerved ever ſince. From that time the cry 


amongſt the Jews has been conſtantly, One God, 


one mode, one place of worſtip. That this was 
their doctrine when Chriſt appeared among them, 
appears from Joſephus , whoſe. words I have here 
in a great meaſure copied; and that they put it, at 
that time in practice, is evident from the little en- 
couragement they gave to ſtrangers. The Jeus 


had their Synagogues, in Alexandria, in Antioch, 


in Rome, in älmoſt every one of the diſtin- 
guiſhed cities of the empire; but no heathen places 


of worſhip, of what kind ſoever, were ſuffered in 


that part of the land which was in the occupation 


of the . re and na-ſagner had GE s Apoſ- 


than they were aſk'd by what authority they did it. 
A queſtion which not being anſwered. in a ſatisfac- 


tory manner, furniſhed an occaſion of putting one 
of them to death, under a pretence of having ſpoken 
blaſphemous words againſt Moſes and againſt God; 


and great havock was made of the Church, men 
and women heing dragged out y their, houſes, and 
committed to priſon x- 

Such were the 33 ad ber arc 
ment mo them, at the time ol Chriſt c 


| | - K. rabs wh Oer. Cont. Apion. Liv. i, cap. 23. | 
t Aan. 17, a, A vi. . . 2. 
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Giminy which fubliſted: boese the Phariſees and 


wars auer ſo far from retarding the operation 
of theſe laws, only ſerved to render it more ſtable, 


Doch theſe parties courted popularity; by a ſtrict 


attention, the one to tradition and legal ordinances; 
the other to the adminiſtration of juſtice and moral 
propriety. In conſequence of which, whatever 
wore the aſpect, in the eyes of the multitude, of 
an innovation in the Law of Moſes, became an 
immediate object of animadverſion to both parties; 


and the Sadducees were the more inclined to exe- 


cute the law againſt the Chriſtian men as it 

_—— the Reſurrection from the Deact. a 
If we take into / conſideration Dee dee 

ana, viz. The extreme rigor of the Jewiſh Law 


againſt innovators in religion; the unſhaken attach» 
ment of the people to theſe. laws; and the:vigilance - 


of their magiſtrate, with a view to their execution, 
ſo as to preclude as much as poſſible, and at all 


times, any practice or inſtitution to the contrary; 
we ſhall have no occaſion for Mr. WA hypotheſis 


to account for Chriſt's reſerve with regard to the in- 
troduction of a Social Worſhip, -diſtin& from that 
of the Synagogue. It is abundantly explainable 


fror the nature of ſuch an undertaking, 'which was 


conſiſtent neither with the laws of the country; the 
temper and habits of the people, nor, what I ſhould 


| have mentioned firſt, the plan of condutt adopted 


and followed by Chriſt during the whole courſe of 
his miniſtry, which was to avoid every action that 
ſi __ him to the imputation-of having 4 deſign 

either 


Ta. 
1 the civil or eccleſiaſtical e 


of che country ?. Whether praying to the multi 

tude, or his diſciples, in private houſes, in the 
ſtreets, and in the fields, and drawing by that means 
people from the Synagogue, was not incurring "ou 

imputation, I muſt leave to the reader. 
e Fut, ſays Mr. W, we are told in various in- 
© ſtances by the Goſpel writers, that our Lord fre- 
< quented the. Jewiſh Synagogue, that he was a 
s conſtant attendant in the Temple, and in all theſe 
e inſtances, (obſerve this reader, adds Mr. W—) 
cc not to pray, but for the ſole purpoſe of promoting 
ic by incidental admonition, and pious leſſons, the 
« ſubſtantial improvement of his hearers, &c.—yes, 
c the Captain of our Salvation, was accuſtomed” 
both to walk and teach, and Co 2 nn 
etc hut never prayed in the Temple.” 

From Mr. W—'s addreſs to his * and 5 
fudden ſwell of his phraſeology, we may take it 
for granted, that he looks -upon this as one of his 
moſt notable touches. It refts however, on the 
ſlendereſt foundation imaginable. On a ſuppoſition 
that the Laws of the Synagogue, at the time of 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles, were ſuch as fuit Mr. 
Wi s hypotheſis, © 

Before we draw any inference from the circum- 
ſtance of Chriſt not having prayed to the multitude, 
either in the Temple or the Synagogue ; we ſhould 
be certain that among the Jews of old, as among 


dee Locke 8 'sRexfonableveſs of Chriſtianity, _ , 
F ox's 
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Bors and Menno's Diſciples in our days, this * 
was leſt entirely at the diſcretion of any one, who 

. thoſe to take it up. But who, except a flave to 
Prejudice, will venture upon ſuch an aſſertion? 
What a private man: the ſon of a carpenter, (for 
Chriſt was no more in the eyes of the Jewiſh hie- 
| rarchy) enter the temple: enter the Synagogue at 
any time: move boldly towards the altar or ark: 
take the place of the Prieſt or the Chazan, and 
without any further ceremony, officiate in his ſtead, 
whether he was required to do ſo or not? Let us 
apply this idea to the preſent time. Human nature 
vill be for ever the ſame, under the ſame circum- 
ſtances, and I may add, that the rights of the 
prieſthood were as well defined, among the Jews, as 
they are among us. But what would be the conſe- 

. quence, if a layman, of any rank whatever, was to 
mount the pulpit in any one of our places of worſhip, 
and pray, in ſpite both of the miniſter and congre- 
. gation? Whether in the Church, or conventicle, 
would not ſuch a man be turned out as an intruder, 
and puniſhed, or at leaſt confined, as a diſturber of 
the peace, ſhould he perſiſt in attempts of this kind? 

Circumſtances were exactly ſimilar in the Syna- 

gogue, at the time when Chriſt dignified it with 
his preſence; each Synagogue had its miniſters, 
each miniſter had his ſeparate place and office; 
every part of the ſervice was conducted with regu- 
larity, according to fixed and immutable laws, with 
which Chriſt could not interfere, without ſubject- 
ing himſelf to ſuſpicions and penalties, wiflch, If * 
| | We 


1 25 1 

we judge from the whole tenor of = ae 
| hetwiduat bord all things to avoid . 88 
Wee are told indeed, that Chriſt Rv in th Sy- 

nagogue, and preached in the temple; but this can 
in no ſhape: invalidate the preceding obſervations 
as the privilege of reading. belonged. to the laity, 

that thoſe who, among the former claſs, ſtood up 
for the performance of the office, could not pro- 
ceed to it, unleſs they were called out for this pur- 
poſe by the Chazan, and ſubmitted to his inſpec- 
tion, that he might correct their miſtakes, in caſe 
they made any. Proofs of theſe. particulars. may 
be found in almoſt every writer upon the ſubject of 
the Synagogue 7. But, I think, I may challenge 
Mr. W— to produce a paſſage, from any one wri- 
ter of this claſs, proving that the office of taking the 


'® Sec Reaſonableneſs of Chriſtianity, by Locke, 2 vol. 
of his works, 


| we Quilibet 1 vero ad 3 hd uſque as numerum ſepte- 
narium, etiam parvulus. Perſons of any claſs, a child not 
excepted, may ſtand up for the purpoſe of reading, their 


number not exceeding ſeven. In Colbo, cap. xvil. apud 
Vitringam, lib. cit, 


 Chazan, inſprctor congregationis ile m1 qui Ecclęiæ præit 
in | bracibus publicts, et appellatur CHAZAN, eam forte 0b ra- 
tionem, quia illi incubuit videre, quomodo leftor legeret, et quos 
tle evocaret ad legendum in lege. The Chazan is the Miniſter 


of the congregation, who preſides in the public prayers of 


the Church. He obtained this name probably, becauſe it 
was incumbent on him, to ſee how the law was read, and 
to call out thoſe who were to read it, Elias Levita ex 


e ibid, FX 


lead in public | prayers WET at any time, be aſs 
ſumed, in contEmpt of the Chazan, by any one who: 
reſorted to the Synagogue for this purpoſe. 
The ſame right and reſtriction took place witty 
| ans to the liberty of preaching, either in che Sy- 
nagogue or the temple. It was common to the 
laity and clergy: but no one could aflume it, in 
either of theſe places, without leave from the 
prefident. We read accordingly, thar when Chriſt 
had taught in the temple, he was afked, 'by what 
authority he took upon him this function: and as 
he was conſidered among the people as a worker of 
miracles, and had in more than one inſtanee given 
proofs of fuperior knowledge, it is to be preſumed, 
that this authority had been actually granted him by 
fome, having power of diſpenſation to this effect 7. 
Nor does Matthew's allegation, that Chriſt taught 
ag having authority, and not as the Seribes, prove 
any thing to the contrary. | 
The Scribes, as Clerks, or men of knowledge, 
either in the law or tradition, were admiſſibleto the 
function of teaching, but could not exerciſe it, 
any more than Chriſt, without authority from the 
higher powers. In this reſpect therefore, boch, as 
teachers, were upon a level; but they differed, 
as to the proofs on which they grounded their re- 
ſpective doctrine. The Scribes appealed for the 
truth of what they advanced to tradition and prece- 
W Chriſt Wenn no e e : conlilgareet 


Matt. xxi. . | ad 0 


* See * Hor, Heb. in Matt; iv. 24: 3 8 
"___ | tne 


tn). 
the truth of his doctrine, he claimed no deference 
to it, but what would ariſe from a proper attention 
to its nature, and the works which accompanied it. 
Hence the contraſt fo frequently jntroduced in: this 
chapter: You have been told, ſo and fo, but I tell 
vou, &c. Matthew's allegation has therefore a reſer- 
| ence, to the proofs on which the truth of Chriſt's 
doctrine was grounded, and not to the * 
tion from which it derived its legalit x. 
It is ſaid, that Chriſt flood up to read in the Sp. 
nagogue at Nazareth, and this is, according to 
Lightfoot, the only inſtance of the kind mentioned 
in the Goſpel Hiſtory : for which he. gives this very 
good reaſon, that Chriſt was here in his own Syn? 
gogue, and ſtood up accordingly to read as one of . 
its members“. He obſerves, ſome where elſe, 
that ce are often omitted by the ſacred 
hiſtorians, becauſe. being univerſally known, at the 
time they wrote, there was no occaſion to mention 
them; and his remark is no where more applicable, 
than in the preſent inſtance; where it is ſaid, that 
Chriſt flood up to read, without previous mention 
of his having been called out far this purpoſe. 
Mr. W— challenges us to produce one gle 
poſitive proof of the exiſtence of Social Worſhip 
among Chriſt and his Apoſtles f. Mr. W— would 
oy better to conkine the challenge to nn, 


* Legit emen, quod non ab « eo in Fal Synagoga factum, 
nam heic erat in propria, et legit ut membrum iſtius Yue | 


gos. Her. Heb, ad . iw. 16. 


* | + Pag. 13. : 
| .- MS Chriſt; 
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«ſufficient authority, without the example 


KA Pareto YGa..4 eo.” 24. 


28 * 


cho euch Apoſtles, ics 
ure, that he himſelf not truſt- 


of ſo deſperate a n 


ing to it, has accordingly provided a ſalvo, to 


bring himſelf off, in caſe there ſhould-be/vecaſion 


for it; which ſalvo is no other than the calling in 
| queſtion the authority of the Apoſtles. ©© Grants» 


« ing, ſays he, © for the ſake of argument, that 


Public Worſhip, like ours at this day, was cuſ- 


& tomary among the Apoſtles, would this be a 
lin. 
c junctions of their maſter ?”* But ol: ue 


tion of Mr. W— more hereaſter. e 


With regard to Chriſt, if, as an ed! 
he could' not introduce a-Social Wotſhip, ſeparate 
from that of the . Synagogue; without ſtriking 


1 againſt laws, cuſtoms, prejudices, and manners, which 
It was as yet neither his intereſt nor intention openly 


to contradict; what does Mr. W— s challenge 
amount to, but to a demonſtration that, having no 


Pretence to any ſatisfactory acquaintance on the ſub- 
ject of Jewiſh devotion, it behoves him to conſider, 
whether to the many qualifications, which he is ſaid 


to poſſeſs, as an interpreter of the | Scripture, it 

would not be right to add one wen . he 

does not poſſeſs ? 6] 
- Chriſt and his Apoſtles hk PE — 


ö welt. as precept. Suppoſing, therefore, that they 


had left no expreſs command with regard to the 


neceflity of. attending, Public Worſhip, yet, as. we, 


are certain, that they attended. it themſelves: where 


5 * Page 94. „ 
8 e | | | ever 


ror 5 


ever they vines: and ag we know moreover. 
beyond all doubt, that tlie firſt, che imme 
mate «diſciples of the Apoſtles practiſed Social Wor- 
ſhip among themſelves, and were encoutaged in it 
by regulations delivered to them by their teachers; 
is it not infinitely more agreeable to reaſon and 
common ſenſe, to adhert to it, as part of the funda» 
mental inſtitution of: Chriſtianity; than to decry it 
as an hypocritical and antichriſtian pragice? 
A man of Mr. Ws extenſiue knowledge and 
eta cannot be ignorant tlxat; matter of opt 
nion in general, © and- eſpecially wh Tere. religion i 18 
concerned, is with moſt men, matter of provocas- 
tion, of ſtrife, e e. of violence; 
when, on this ſcore, they are traduced, either as 
fatiatics,” or ill-deſigning men. Nye! how un. 
guarded is Mr. W in his ſtrictures on thoſe wo 
conſider Social Worſhip; whether in the Temple, or 
in the family, as an indiſpenſable duty)! What 
then, is Mr. W— abſolutely incapable of forbear- 
ance, or does he think that there are opinions of ſo 
bad a nature, as to have! no claim to the benefit 
ariſing from the exerciſe of this virtue and that a 
ſtrict adherence to Social Worſhip is of the num. 
ber? Mr. W—'s condutt i in this reſpect, is the 
more reprehenſible, as he himſelf ſtands in need 
ol much indulgence. He has engaged in a career, 
where to ſecure applauſe, there are other qualities, 
| beſides a bold and diſintereſted ſpirit, required. A 
man who thinks himſelf wiſer than the reſt, ought 
to keep f chis ſecret to himſelf, till he can dicloſe it 
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ena manner, as not to incur the imputation 
of embarraſſment or inadvertency 
. lee de reader Ys 
zudge. Though carneft in endeavouring to fore: 


ſee and obviate difficulties, it is eaſily perceived 
that there is not one, to which he knows e to 
make an uniform and ſatisfactory anſwer, 
Nor will Mr. W—'s method, 26 wind in ang 
ther light, anſwer the reader's expectation better, 
He agduces, in ſupport of his opinion, paſſages 


from the Scripture: but, ſo unnatural is the ap- 


plication of them, when the whole of the Goſpel 
H iſtory is taken into conſideration; ſo vague, 2 
deſultory are his remarks to remove this obj 


chat inſtead of ſhewing himſelf, on this een wenn | 
able interpreter of the Scripture, he ſubjects him · 
'- ſelf to the ſuſpicion of writing from the mere im- 
pulſe of- prejudice; the whole of . his: reaſoning 


dwindling into declamation, and a kind of en⸗ 


thuſiaſtical rant, when the ſucceſs of the cauſe 
depends wholiy upon the coolneſs and good ſenſe of 
its atlvocates. Of this I have already given a 


notorious inſtance: I ſhall ſoon have occaſion to na» 


o I; , 

. * } E 8 - 2 £ „ "x ? 

. < ot FI 25 2 — 

| * Ka 4 v4 j 5 a « 6 "Is. 4 

; is . 5 by 
P - - * . 
< * 
4 « * . = i 1 + 4 B 1 
- 


* 
* * "4 ” 
>. at 


% 


FE «9 +» . W 
. 7 Eo Wie 1s 4 
Lag” 9 . 4 e ee 
- . * * 
% 


for 


A } 


29 FR * ; 1 
Ty 1 * 4 * 


oft the Puuh of 05750 41 5 1. 1 to 
"hp _ Juppreſs Social n 7 gf 


* n — adduced by Mr. W. which 1 
4A have examined hitherto, employ bis firſt 


ſection; in a ſecond he brings forward precepts, | 


which, as he ſuppoſes, condemn, either dire&ly « or 
indirectly, Public Worlhip a as inconſiſtent with the 
| Refigion of Chriſt. FOR. 
Chriſt, ſays Mr. W—, condemns Social Wor- 
ſhip directly, in the following words? 


And when thou prayeft, be not as the hypocrites,” 


for they love 10 pray ſtanding in the Synagogues, 
and in the corners of the ftireets, that they may be 
feen by men. Verily I ſay unto you they have their 


reward. But thou, when, thou prayeft, enter into 


thy cloſet ; and when thou haſt ſhut thy door, pray 


to thy father who is in ſecret : and thy father, who' 


feth in fecret, will reward thee openly. S172 
In reading over what Mr. W— has remarked on 


this paſſage, I was ſtruck with his manner, which, 


from its poſitiveneſs, naturally leads to the ſuppo- 
firion chat it is impoſſible Mr. W— ſhould be miſ- 
taken; and yet when I came to examine the ground 
on which he proceeds, I wondered how a man ſo 
averſe to oſtentation, in other reſpects, ſhould have 


fuch a propenſity to it. in his mode of reaſoning. 


But pai haps there 1 is more meaning in his language, 
N chan 


\ 


K ser! 10 * m. n xt 5 


L 
4 
| 

1 

1 

| 

| 

| 

1 
| 


= 3+ a — 

© 22 — — 

9 — 

may or — — . 
— 2 — 4 


vw 
— IEEE — 2 ON = — IA ——— - A. = _ ww — — 8 
n — 2 FE: — i \ — a >, 0. re ade te ERIE EE 25 
— 21 — << 4 « 2 . 4 - — * 5 ds © 5 j u A 4 q 
—— — 2 4 7 N 8 * —— = = -_ — — 7 „ . x: be 
. — 3 — 8 — ——— —— — 8 — 8 =_ TO Gn — n 
. ——— EI — — — — RP, — — . i — — — — — — — 2 — — iS « - 2 
_ - — — — — « - 2 ; 2 2 — — N 
- 3 = - — — — — 2 — ö —œZꝝuũ— ñ ́ m —— An . — — — — — — — a = | 
p * n —— — > _ 2 — — - — — br 
— - - 8 -- * — * * — * 2 _ . — . —NN— ͥ́ͤꝙ ED o — — >- — — — 2 — we at — — — — iÞ 
* - * ——_ = * 5 — 4 2 _ — . rs 2 — 
-. 7 Y 5 
4 . * 
„ a - 7 8 - 
» 54 =. 
4 \ . / 2 
2 a . : 
4 : 
: =- 
* 1 
; 58 
5 
" 4 
„* * . 


 : — — — * 2 2 
— —— — — 
—— — — a 
* : 
I ITN 


- 
> — 


— —2 
r 
—— — — 


— — 
—— — —ß — — — — — 
* 
. 


— . 
— 


5 nnn 
0 
_ — 85 = — 3 . 
— ————— 
” 


chan Lam aware of; let me therefore argue the 
Z calc once more with him, and let him-ſpeak firſt, | 


_ 
* „ 


a the corners of the ſtreets as the moſt _ Proper 


+ In 


Mr. WAKEFIELD. '\-« The whole wei ght of 


e. the queſtion might be ſecurely reſted on this ada-, 
y. « mantine pillar, and we may defy, either the ub 
'% tleties of argument to undermine ts _— or the 
> * force. of evidence to throw it dou 


Our Di- 
« vine Maſter is here introduced as _ ireting his 
Diſciples, in the cleareſt and moſt unequivocal | 
e declaration. that language can convey upon the 
of very point of duty that occupies our attention, 


i What exception can be we to e ir 


cc ke this ? "3 BE 0g f 
oOpPPONENT. Certainly none, WORE we 


are allowed to follow its true meaning. Lou, Sir, 
think that it is to be underſtood in a ſenſe ſtrictiy 


teral. I haye no objection to this ſenſe, provided 


it agrees with the context, and the what language of 
the Goſpel writers. | 
W— Context! II bane PE to as with 


|- the context. The words are N clear wo 


out * 

Op—.. 1 they were, you «nd I, who tack” 
prefer truth to any other conſideration, ſhould not 
diſpute about them. Permit me, therefore, to ob- 


| ſerve, that they are levelled at the Phariſees, who; 


in their private, as well as Social Worſhip, by chu-- 


As chere is is a great deal of imagery,” in Nr. . 7 Pen- 
1 1 hays {i608 it W = 5 
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nr n2e' to all, as, che moſt eligible: poſtvre- don 
the other. maniteſtly, betrayed an odious retroſpect 
to tlie gratification of vnnity; and in oppoſition to 
whom, Ckriſt, in his ſimple and admirable manner, 
recommends that diſtretion which-ſeeketh, not the 
applauſe of the multitude, but the approbation of 

him who ſeeth in ſecret, and wille ward openly. 

His meaning, therefore, in the words here under 
Con deration, is imply this When you Pray, be 
it in private or public, baniſh - from; your thauglits 
every ſuggeſtion ariſing from a deſire of vain glory 
and popularity, and 'confine yourſelves tothe view 
of offering to God an acceptable ſervicei that you 
may obtain, by that means, the bleſſings which are 
the opject of your petitions. The better to icpreſa 
us with the true nature of this duty he introduces 
the idea of a cloſet, in the ſame manner as when, 
to make us underſtand the nature and difficulty of 
the ſacrifice he requires from his diſciples, he tells 
us:that we ſhould take up our croſi, pluck aut the 
| right eye, cut olf the N hand; not with a view 


| ao de ee ſenſes; wis 
of a ſpiritual nature: a mode of expreſſion commas 
in Scripture. And thou when thou prayeſt, dc. 1 
humbly conceive therefore, that this beautiful pre- 
cept has no manner ec e 
0 Ic Worſnip. 7 5.30. 234155 $38 398 
. en ca alt of Gliciry i 
ache Synagogue, or any public aſſembly of men, 
5 not obſcurely * by this iet. 


1 


hs ſhould be glad. Sir,coknow the r rea- 
. 8 Becauſe. dhe heren ot 4 
et tion here al tedged againſt the Jewiſh hypocrites,: 
«js ĩnſeparable from the circurnſtances of the caſe.” 
Such a mode of prayer muſt always, of eee 
ce carry an appearance of oſtentation with-it,” 
OP You are very -obliging,” Sir, to 0 mit- 
gate the rigor of your ſentence; but even as ir 
ſtands now; it exceeds the bounds of moderation. 
The neceſſity of the appearance you mention, ſeems. 
to me, in a great meaſure, to depend upon che tern 
per of the obſerver. Bleſſed are the meek and 
candid. Bleſſed are thoſe-who ſecing men proſ- 
wate at the ſeet of their Creator, can conceive them 
to be in earneſt, and to have nothing in view, but 
the protection of their: heavenly) father; that not- 
withſtanding their failings, - the light of his counte- 
nance may ſtill continue to ſhine upon them. But 
what ſhkall we ſay of him, whoa! ſtranger to the 
uggeſtions of charity, propenſe to indiſoriminate 
cenſure, ſees nothing in his brother's attachment to 
Social Worſhip, but an unwarrantable deſire of 
paſſing in the world for what he is not? Is not 
this arrogating to ourſelves a right which. belongs 
to God only? Is not this flying in the face of our 
maſter who has ſo expreſsly ſaid, Judge not m 
ye be not judged. Notwithſtanding your ſur- 
miſe Sir, the appearance of oſtentation is not infe« 
parable. from Public Worſhip. But condemnation 
ſeems to me inſeparable from youn mode of reaſon- 


« the buſy hum of man; but che 
* of the cloſet. It is not, Jeſus tells Wel ce Auth 


* of his devotion. He f is not expe 


t 1 


ing; and as it Wage ind n the [way Lehuſ 
to go, 1 beg you will alledge ſomething, of 4 
different nature. u ee 00893 nod o A992 
W. * dt, Anſerences dran from. the-fory 
ce mer verſe of this quotation be liable to diſpute, 
ny the injunctions of the Jatter:at leaſt admit of. n 
** evaſion, they are univerſally intelligible, and ir- 
e reſiſtibly convineing. The witneſſes: of: dur 
ce prayers, according to the command of mu great 
© inſtructor, is not to be che congregation of Chrifs 
ee "ny bat — of REITs he 


* 


i Church or the Cathedral; tutulhuous with 


'Ti 


r of an humble Chriftian; by ringing his bell or 
„ Blowing his borm to invice multivade of ſpectators 
* to ſtimulate the fervor, "and to teſtify the patiet 
pected to 40 Ko- 
* mage to che Ruler of the univerſe as we pay G 
te reſpect to earth poten moneda and E 
ie and tumult.“ 1 75 TR” 185 N33 4 oz He 
N aderf apo; Sire en the bells 


p 0... 1 88 8 


ring, the Church opens, the croud gathers, the 
humble Chriſtian may remain quietly by” His" fre 


that in another he fers' —— - of A oy fn in 


which every one is to act a farce, according to the 


belt of kis abllities.Theſe are no doubt, very 


Mon oy F 9 | ſr iking, 


fs 1. 


| firiking, and to on vieyopleating 1 
but you do not tell us ho Chriſt could poſſibly 


mean to convey them, without ĩncurring the re- 
proach of contradiction. Do you really ſuppoſe, 5 
that the drift of his precept is to r e 20 ” 
fore any witneſs whatever? 
. We muſt ſhut 5 door aka our e 
« ſet that no eye, ſo much as of our own houſhold, 
“ may obtrude upon the tranquillity of our medi- 
te tation, and no vanity be gratified dy the curious 
tc obſervance of an admiring brother.. 
0p —. But ſuppoſe. the Jumble Chriſtian | 


| has no cloſet, or no door to his cloſet. - Or ſuppoſe, 


that being more remarkable for conſtant neglect 
than ſcrupulous attention, with regard to Public 
Worſhip, he may join the croud ſafely, without | 


the hazard of being gratified by © the curious oh - 


ſervance of an admiring brother. Sir, To 
take Chriſt's precept, in a ſenſe ſtrictly literal, is 


incumbering it with difficulties which will defeat its 
| purpoſe. If * the curious obſervance of an ad- 


miring brother,” be our aim, in approaching the 


_ throne of mercy ; the cloſet may become a Theatre, 


as well as the Church, or any other place of wore 
ſhip; and a ſigh, a groan, a whiſper may do as 
much execution for the gratification of vanity, as 


the ringing of a bell, or the blowing of a horn. It 


is the diſpoſition of mind, and not merely the place 
in which we are to pray, which Chriſt means to 


regulate in his beautiful precept. If in conſe- 


quence of it, no eye, not even of our own houſ- 
hold, 


Iu? 


bend in to obtru 6 n 
-  ditation ;'* how came the "Apoſties* how : ens 
Chriſt himſelf to pray before witneſſes, and even 
before the multitudes ; and hew came Paul to 
expreſs a deſire that a man- fo pray in all 
places F. I think; Sir, upon the whole; that prayers 
before witneſſes, cannot, any more than theſe re- 
peated in Wenn eee in the 
eee i 107 e neee e wawoy 
W.. 2266 — Let 
1 his inſpection be our applauſe. The features of 
. reſignation unfeen by man will be faichſully 
marked by his eye. The ſeeret whiſper, the res 
: Zire eie unheard i in the eng _ we 
brate in his car.“ 7 at. 
0p—. 1 know that he whe Fry in hw 
will reward me vþtnly: but I know alſo, that if in 
my addreſs, I confine my thoughts to him, as the 
Father of light, the Source from which cometh every 
good gift, 1 ſhall receive this reward, whether 1 
pray to him in private or public; as in hoth in: 
ſtances, he alone diſcovers the motive which, actu- 
ates me. And here I cannot help obſerving, that 
in throwing out ſarcaſms againſt the various modes 
and forms + of worſhip, and againſt the diſputes 
which have ariſen from _ Jou ſnew moch | 
Intemperance, , 
VW. I would defy.the 225 phloſophic 


V. 


* AQ. xx. 36. * Matt. x xi, 2s 


8 1 Cor. xiv. 1 Effay, pag. 29. 
ce gravity 


( a8 ] 
« gravity of face to withhold a ſmile; — 
$f-of ſuch puerilities, unleſs the ſentiments of phi- 
„ donthropie commiſeration, for the weakneſſes, of 
«, poor human nature, and the pang of ſorrom at 
this degradation of his ſpecies, ſhould: overpower 
e the Ae to nnn t lies: in 
41 dens “. e e eb 72 0 
RY 1 — — Sir; mating — 
power your propenſity to merriment; but I 
know, -that; if at any time, you have a mind to 
make me ſick, deadly — you have nothing to 
do, but adminiſter ſuch another doſe 23 the laſt. 
It is as rank a poiſon to me, as the Liturgy of the 
Church of England, or * long reg _ 
GIA nds nt Heard? 


* 9 $ 1 ; p "hs. ? 
85 3 * 1 Wear * — 2 17 * { ö 
a” oats 


* or THE > DIALOGUE. . ave dat 
ws: 3 bg '1 NA - 

Ti The gert ee Mr. W. — et as a 4 died 
3 proof of Chriſt's ban Mr 'of Social ans 
is that in John iv. 21, 23, 24. 
Jeſus ſaid unto ber, Woman aan me, the zou 
rometh, wen ye all neither in this mountain, nor 
yet al Jeruſalem, wor ſhip the Father.” But the hour 
rometh und now is, when the true wor ſluppers, ſhall 
worſhip the Father in truth and in ſpirit, for the 
Father ſeeletb ſuch to wor ſhip him, God is a Jpired, 


and they that 3 im, _ worſhip * in 
Hirit and in truth. 


* * 


er ref. 
Birr N . 


t 39: J 
; = * * 


+ Ther circumſtances. which ul n l AE 
words, are'briefly. as follows: fai ts 


A Samaritan; woman prepolſſcG wid the idews 

chat the true God could nat receive the: homage: 
which is due to him, both at Jeruſulemm amd on 
Mount Garizim, aſks Chriſt, which:ſhe:is-to:conli- , 
dier as the true place of worſhip, © The anfwir ist, 
< neither the one, nor the other“ Not, that true 
worſhip was to be aboliſhed, but it was to aſſurne a 
different aſpect. To confine the idea of it to 2 
mere circumſtance of place was reprehenſible in 
the Samaritans, as well as in the Jews,' God being 
a ſpitit, no one ſpot upon earth could be the: place 
of his reſidence, more than another Neither Sa- 
maria therefore, nor Jeruſalem had an excluſive 
claim to this title, and in reference to this claim, 
God was to be adored in neither of theſe cities. 
Again; both Jews and Samaritans, taking it for 
granted th at the moſt acceptable homage to the 
Deity conſiſted in meat and drink offerings, made 
them accordingly, the principal part of their religion. 
But if God be a ſpirit, how can he delight inthe 
fen of: bullocks and the blood of goats. If there bo 
ought which we can offer him, as deſerving his ac 
ceptance, it is the oblation of our will and temper: 
This is altogether a ſuitable and real ſacrifice: 
fuitable, becauſe, ſuch as the Being is to whorg the 
offering is made, fuch ſhould be the oblation ; God 
is a Spirit, the oblation ſhould he of a ſpiritual nas 
ture accordingly: real, becauſe when we regulate 
e according to his holy law, un 
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give up ſomething which is: actually our on; but 


not ſo when we preſent him with the fleſh of oxen 
and the blood of goats. As the earth is his, and 
the fulneſs r m no e gerte nor _— | 
tion in the caſ eG.. 

- The: ſacrifices. which Chriſt requires 1 his 
diſciples, are here evidently: placed in oppoſition to 
thoſe ordered in the Jewiſh and Samaritan Ceremo- 
nial; and viewed in this light the ſenſe of the pre- 
cept is analogous to the ſpirit of revealed religion 
in general, as well as to the nature of the occaſion. 
and the import of the words. But Mr. W— con- 
tends: that it is levelled, moreover, at Social Wor- 


ſnip.— When the latter verſe (ſays he) is taken 


te into conſideration, the abolition of all Temple 


* Worſhip, that is of all public devotion, and by 


«© fair inference every ſpecies, of ceremonial: reli- 

&« gion, is ſpoken of as deſigned to take place at 

<« ſome period, not long ſubſequent to the time of 
« this conference with the woman of Samaria.“ 


io anſwer 'to which J obſerve, ' that whatever 


practices Chriſt means to - condemn, in the 
precept here under | conſideration; it is evi- 
dent that none, but ſuch as are the reverſe of the 
worſhip in ſpirit and in truth can come within the 
reach of his ſentence; and who but a man blinded 
by prejudice would conſider Public Worſhip in 


this light? Who will even deny its affinity with 


the former? Is not the utterance of heart- felt fors 


ro for offences committed, the effuſion of grati- 
tude for benefits received, or the humble ſupplica- 
8 7 5 VVV 


- (4 1 
tion for 8 againſt impending evil, a ſervice 
oll a ſpiritual nature? But does it not come likewiſe 
under the deſcription of what we have called areal. 
or true ſervice* ? The expreſſion of the like ſenti- 
ments may indeed become an abomination, when: 
made ſubſervient to bad purpoſes: but that it is 
acceptable to the Deity, when proceding from the 
oppoſite principles; is evident, from its being re- 
preſented, under thoſe circumſtances, as a-concomi-, 
tant to deeds, aſcending to heaven as offerings of 
a ſweet ſavour. Thy prayers and thy alms are come 

up for a memorial before God 1. Such is the na- 
ture of prayer in general, when it is the act of a 
good man: and to ſuppoſe, that notwithſtanding 
its claims to ſuch a connexion, it loſes all its efficacy, 
from the mere circumſtance of its being made in a 
temple, or any other circumſtance whatever, which 
does not affect it, as a good deed coming from the 
good; is a paradox of ſuch a magnitude, that I 
could not ſwallow it, was I. ever ſo willing to 
yield to Mr,.W—'s opinion. Much leſs, when 


8 „ Witneſs the Adis of ſome, to devote the ry 
1 of ir Meng to it. FE < LIP: 36] 


4 "Proper. were A as Geeta hs the ancients, tn 
alluſion to this idea, Ignatius calls himſelf the Pri of 


Chriſt, and 8 of offering to him dayly ſacrifices. Hiſt. 
Martyr. Ignatii'$ 5.  Athenagoras calls the Chriſtian pray- 
ers and rational worſhip, a”: bloodleſs and ſpiritual facrifice. 
Legat. $ 12, And Tertullian ſays, We facrifice when, accord- 
ing to * s precept, we pray v with a pure heart, De Orat. 


. 
| G 1 - 


t 4 15 
I find 2 arguing in the following manner? * ce God 


Wy, 


_ — chere is an eps of temple uh 
and by fair inference, of every ſpecies; * . 
ct monial religion. 

It is evident that the parts of the 1 ar- 
gument are in an invetted order. Every ſpecies 


of ceremonial religion ſhould have followed tmme- : 


diately, after the firſt propoſition, and the fair in- 

ference ſhould have fallen upon temple worſhip; 
but even then, Mr. W—'s arrangement would 
not have produced the defired effect; as his con- 
clufion would have implied more than his premiſes, 
Spiritual worſhip does not exclude every ſpecies of 
religious ceremonies, as there are ſome which may 
be called analogous to its nature, and which it may 

retain accordingly. Be this as it may : the precept 
in queſtion is levelled at the Jewiſh and Samaritan - 
ceremonial, and when Mr. W—, blending public 
Prayers with purifications by water, ſacrifices, obla- 
tions, as practiſed by the Jews, oppoſes the former 
as well as the latter to rational and mental devotion, 
he confounds things which have hitherto paſſed for 
diſtinct, in the opinion of all men, and which will 
remain ſo, notwithſtanding Mr. W—'s poſitive, 
but bare aſſertions to the contrary. 

To the precepts juſt noticed, are added other 
paſſages, which Mr. Wakefield calls indirect evi- 
[dence upon the queſtion, but which I ſhall not 
take into conſideration, becauſe, where, what is 
| . © ond 


h * 0 1 
called direct ge proves to be a mere nütehs 


that which was intended: as a ſupport to it, is of+ 
no value whatever. In a' ſubſequent part of his 


Eſſay, Mr. W— undertakes to remove the objec- 


tions, which may be made to his favourite doctrine; 


how far he has ſucceeded in this e * * 
pear flom us JOS e DIRE. 
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Hr. ir V— '' Manner of eine Objetlions, 
| ; conſidered. 3 4 


Bil sr Mr. W— is niling at Modern So- 

cial Worſhip, and repreſenting it, as * a 
&* medley of vain babblings, noiſy ſhews, frantic 

geſtures and ſolemn viſages, as phariſaical en- 
« thuſiaſm®, as a dangerous, unfruitfult, anti- 
a chriſtian 8 as devout blaſphemy in the 
ze name of the Lord d, as the leven of hypocriti- 
BE! formality , contrary to the injunctions of 
che Son of God; “ it is ſomewhat extraordinary, 
ag: ſhould all at once change his tone ; and ſug- 
5 get 12 following idea: ; 
ut granting, for the ſake of argument, that 
1 Public Worſhip, like ours at this day, was cuſto- 
. . 0 among the Apoſtles, would this be a ſuf- 
effcient authority for us without the example and 
te againſt the injunctions of their maſter? What 
* might be very proper in the infancy of the Goſ- 
« pel, may be in no wiſe neceſſary, at a more ad- 
pot vanced period of Chriſtianity |.” 

Strange language for a man who profeſſes a re- 
ard for Chriſtianity ! What the Apoſtles, the de- 
Jegates, not of men, but of God the Father, and 
Jeſus Chriſt, introduce, or even ſuffer, as proper, 


2 


FA 


118. 7 Pag. 39. 9 Fag. 30. f 40. 
Pag. 34. | 


. L as J 
as neceſſary, a worſhip deſerving all the odiouveph. 
thets beſtowed on it by Mr. W—?;. They mighe 


indulge their novices with the continuance of a few | 


ceremonies which, though unneceſfary under the 


new diſpenſation, were notwithſtanding harmleſs; - 


but, to encourage them in antichriſtian - practices, 
fraught with the leven of hypocritical formality! 
was this acting the part of faithful miniſters, who 
' wiſhed to uſe the authority delegated to them, not 
for the deſtruction, but edification of he pere 
committed to their care? | 


But ſtrange as this K ah King: it- is 


eaſily accounted for when the whole of Mr. W 


plan is taken into conſideration. He is too well 
acquainted with the writings of the N. T. not to 
know that in more than one inſtance, they contain 


the ſtrongeſt indications of the actual introduction, 


not only of Social Worſhip in the Apoſtalipal 
Nahe but even of a worſhip of this kind ſimilar 


to ours. To miſtake che meaning of the paſ- 


* What can « more deciſive on this point, chan Paul's 
directions to thoſe, who prayed and prophecied, in atongue 
unknown to the reſt of the brethren. I I pray, ſays he, 
in a tongue unknown, my ſpirit prayeth, but my underſtanding is 
unfruitful; What am I then to do? I will pray with the ſpirit, 
but jo as to be underſtood. {rpogevZount de nai T9 vt, lite 
rally, I will Pray to te underſtanding, namely, of thoſe who 
Fear me, for T4 rot is here the ſame as, Ty h dx9r7av 
cbvsc e. Elſe when thou ſhalt bleſs with the ſpinit, how ſhall 
the unlearned ſay Amen at thy giving of thanks ? 1 Cor. xiv, 15s 
The ſame Apoſtle, in his inſtructions, relative to Public 
Worſhip, gives the following Tas J recommend there- 


fore, 


7 
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Tages here alluded to, is impoſſible. The practicd 


they refer to neceſſarily implies the fa& under con- 
Gderation. Some expedient; therefore, was to be 
thought of to obviate the proofs they afford in fa- 
vor of Social Worſhip; and it is pleaſant to ſee 
Mr. W— working againſt wind and tide, in or- 
ger to be beforchand with them, in direQing'the 
judgment of the reader concerning this important 


point. This is what he is aiming at in his Intro- 


duction; manifeſtly calculated to induce a belief, 
that an infancy, a youth, and a manhood, being 
diſcernible, in the ſeyeral ſtages of religious com- 
munication, practices may be admiſſible in it # 
vne time, which will not be fo at another; and con- 
ſeqvently that he, Mr. W—, muſt be allowed the 


| liberty of granting, or not granting; the exiſtence of 


Social Worſhip, and its fmilarity with ours, in the 


| Apoſtolical Church, according as it will ſuir his | 


OvEnIancy: 
*, The time from the legation of Mofes to the Pe. 


| bylaniſh captivity, Mr. W— calls the Infancy* 


that from the commencement of the captivity on- 
wards to the appearance of the Meſſiah, the youth 
of revealed religion . © During this its ſecond 
* * ſtage, the great teachers of the Jewiſh nation,” 


Bo that firſt of all ſupplications, W enterceſſuons and giv- 
2ng of thanks be made for, all men, for kings, and all that are 
in authority, 1 Tim, ii. 1, The manner of the addreſs, 
its contents, its immediate appendages, every circumſtance 
evinces, that it has an immediate reference to Public Wor- 
ſhip, | 
„ Int, pag. 4. # pag. 5. nes 
ſays 


| Tt 47, 1 
ſays Mr, W » © were gradually inculcating. on 


3 their countrymen, a purer, and more ſublime mo- . 

* rality, 2 more unincumbered ſpiritual devotion., 
« The utter inſignificancy of ceremonial obſer⸗ 
& yances, in the eye of the Supreme Being, when 
put in competition with refined affections, with aca 
t tive benevolence, and holy life, were maintain 
« in the moſt explicit language, and the utmoſt af- 
« ſiduity. The truly evangelical declaration of 

ce the prophet Micah was the ſubſtance of propher 
e tic admonition. He hath ſhewn. thee, O man, 
te what is good, and what does the Lord reguire o 
« thee, but to do juſtly, to one mercy, and to — 
c humbly with thy God.” 

Revealed Religion, may for ought I ka” hays 

been in a progreſlive ſtate of improvement 
the time of Moſes to that of Chriſt: but this doch 
not appear from Mr. W— “s account of the matter 
The word of the Lord came to Micah in the days of 
Jotham, Achaz and Hezekiah, kings of Judg f. 
His truly Evangelical declaration, therefore, came 
full two hundred years too ſoon to fall in ſhit: 
with Mr. W—'s arrangement, who means, .if [ 
miſtake not, to apply more particularly, its ſpirit 
and ſubſtance to the Any or ſecond ſtage of Re- 
vealed Religion $, © but the word of the Lord came 
to Micah, in the time of Jatham, &c. It may be 
aid; therefore, to appertain to the firſt inſtead of 
| ſecond ſtage of that religion. Nor does hiftory any 


way canfirm that preponderance of refined affec- | 
7 4 & 5. * Micak i. 1 { Pag. 4. lin. a3, 24, & 25 


tions, 


4 1 


idns, of active benevolence, of fioly: life; which! 
Mr, W— tells us was maintained in the moſt ex- 
plicit language, amongſt the. Jews, during the ſe- 
cond ſtage of their religion; in oppoſition to the in- 
ſignificancy of ceremonial obſervances. Their 
great teachers at that time, and more particularly 
at the latter part of it, were no other than the 
Phariſees. For, as Mr. W— juſtly obſerves, 
every doctrine but theirs was conſidered as an enor- 
mity v. And how theſe great teachers executed 
the charge they had taken upon them. How ear- 
neſtly they inculcated on their countrymen, a 
«-purer and more ſublime morality, a more unin- 
e cumbered ſpiritual devotion,” may be + beſt | : 
Known from their character, as drawn by Chriſt in 
various parts of the Goſpel Hory, but n more _ 
ticularly Matt. xxiii. 
Mr. W, after having repreſented the interval, | 
between Baby loniſſi Captivity and the coming of 
the Meſſiah, as the youth of -revealed- religion, adds, 
& Chriſtianity is its manhood and maturity ; ap- 
pellations which might have done tolerably well, had 
it not been for a few Jewiſh ceremonies, togethet 
with ſomething like Social Worſhip retained by the 
Apoſtles; without the example and injunctions of 
their maſter, in conſequence of which, Mr. W— 
finds himfelf under a neceſſity of conſidering Chrif- 
tianity as ſomething ſeparate from Revealed Reli- 
gion at large 8, and of ſending the one to ſchool, 
whilſt the other is verging towards old age. This 


| | Pag. 5 lin. 14. « oF Pag. 4. | Pag. 6 : 
; | _ alteration, 


ts] 
alteration, fufficiently petting i in ifelf, receives 
additional embatraſſtnent from an unexpected, un- 
accountable; and almoſt iricurable dullneſi of Chriſ- 
tianity, which after having been kept to its alphabet 
for about eighteen centuries, is now, it ſeems, as 
much of à dunce as ever, notwithſtanding Kin 
W. ss prediction to thevcontrary r-. 
Involved and unſatisfactory as Mr. W no- 
tions are, concerning revealed religion, they form 
his firſt line of defence, againſt objections ariſing 
from fome paſſages of the Scripture relative to the 
practice of the Apoſtolical Church. * If it (So- 
e cial Worſhip) were,” ſays he, * an original ap- 
* pendage of the Goſpel, this argument of pro- 
* greſſive practical perfection, grounded on the exi- 
te gencies of the primitive times, the genius of the 
« Goſpel, and the character of che human mind, 
e. would conſtitute alone in my eſtimation, a moſt 
* powerful argument, when oppoſed by nothing 
better than mere uſage and preſcription.T T 
Mr. W— has provided another reſource, in caſt 
he ſhould be driven from his fleſt ground; he ſar 
| tniſes, that the Apoſtles, even after being entruſted 
with the moſt extraordinary gifts and powers, as 
ambaſſadors of Chriſt, ghd introduce a' Public 
Worſhip like ours at this day (conſiſting no doubt 
of a medley of babblings, folemn viſages and phid- 
riſaical enthuſiaſm) without their authority being 
at all binding upon us 5. However, as Mr. W 
wiſhes to be thought a believer in God and his 


# Pag. 14, lin. Tv pag. 6, b Pag. 34. | 
e e 0 Church, 
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Church, he gives it as his opinion, that no ſuch wor 
ſhip hasany authority from the injunctions or practice 
of Chriſt and his Apoſtles. But if this aſſertion be 


well grounded; if the Apoſtles did not mean to en- 
courage Social Worſhip, why not bring forward the 
paſſages, in which they are ſuppoſed to give direc- 


tions about it? Why not make ſuch. remarks, 49 


will, conſiſtently with the object they had in view, 


and the reſpect which is due to their character, de- 
moliſh-the ſtrong hold they afford to the patrons of 


Social Worſhip? 


Mr. W introduces a ſection. with this fair ti 
tle, OBJ ECTIONS CONSIDERED. Here 
was an opportunity of noticing Paul's direction to 


pray in public ſo as to be underſtood, that the un- 


learned might join in the vocal aſſent, to the pub- 
lic thankſgiving*. Here was the place of proving 
that the fame Apoſtle's precept, 1 recommend, 


therefore, that firſt of all, ſupplications, prayers, 


intercęſſions, and giving of thanks, be made for all 
men +, for kings and all that are in authority, af- 


' Ords no argument in favor of the commonly re- 


ceived opinion, that a Social Worſhip, ſimilar to 
ours, viz, conſiſting in petition for temporal bleſ- 
ſings, as well as doxologies, &c. obtained in the 
Churches eſtabliſhed by the Apoſtles. This ſtep 
was the more neceſſary, as in the ſubſequent verſes 
there i is a manifeſt alluſion to Public Worſhip. But 
notwithſtanding this opportunity, and the duty in- 


cumbent on Mr. ** —, after his bold aſſertion ; ; 


. neither 


k. 


neither in this ſection, nor in 5 part of his ey 
does he take notice of theſe injunctions of the 
Apoſtle. He. only ſays, in general terms, 8 
« Should this, (viz. the paſſage Luc. iv. 21) or 
te any parallel text, wich I may have either un- 
* defignedly overlooked, or diſregarded as unim- 
« portant, appear to the reader of conſequence 1 in 
« the preſent queſtion,” he will de well in turn to 
« conſider the evidences on the other ſide;” _— 
Which, 1 beg leave to make the following remark : 
When Mr. W—, in the preceding Page 
aſſigns a cauſe for his neglect of fome parallel paſ- 
ſages, I give him full credit for his declaration; but 
when he refers me to certain evidence for the ſolu- 
tion of theſe paſſages, ſo as to render them of no 
importance in the preſent queſtion, I aſk, what | 
evidence? I declare I do not know any which has 
that tendency: and what Mr, W— has advanced 
on the ſubject, fo far from ſtaggering, has only 
confirmed me in my diſbelief, What has he done 
by appealing ſo frequently to the practice of Chriſt, 
but recal to mind the numerous inſtances in which 
he attended Public Worfhip; inſtances, which, 
like ſo many faithful witneſſes, contradict in the 
moſt explicit manner, Mr, W—'s daring affer- 
tions? And when to ſuperſede their fair teſtimony, 
he has preſumed to queſtion the exiſtence of Social 
"Worſhip among the Jews, or at leaſt its ſimilarity 
with ours, what has he gained, but the reproach of 
raſhneſs and infatuation? Shall I give up my own 
_— to follow the opinion of a man thus biaſſed ? 


H 2 hall 


it 32 


"Shall take it for granted, _ he-cannot be mil. 
taken in the ſenſe he has been pleaſed to affix ta 
certain paſſages een e . * 
en 3 
Nor does the hint he ts; $547 onde hs bs 
Siu him to mark that Chriſt and his Diſciples 
read, but never prayed, in the Synagogue, and the 
dir of triumph he aſſumed upon the occaſion, con- 
tribute any more to his credit. Had he been ever 
ſo little upon his guard, he would have kept that 
diſcovery to himſelf. From Mr. W—'s own con- 
feſſion, he has imbibed from the earlieſt s in 
life, the ſtrongeſt, and moſt decided av erſion to 
Social Worſhip ; © I yawned, at long prayers,” 
Gays he, (in my childhogd z I ſlumbered over them 
© in my maturer years.” A man labouring under 
ſuch an infirmity, may be a good man, and may judge 
Properly in other reſpects; but with regard to the 
particular object of his averſion, he cannot be ſup- 
poſed to ſee objects in a proper light. His paſſion 
will diſtort, will bend and prune them down to its 
own ſtandard, without his perceiving. it. To juſtify 
his prejudices, Mr. W— has accordingly adopted 
in this particular, a mode of interpreting the Scrip- 
ture, the moſt favourable of any to fanaticiſm, ſu- 
perſtition, and abfurdity. in general. He inſiſts 
upon a literal acceptation of the precepts of Chriſt 
concerning Divine Worſhip. This is the manner 
in which the greateſt of all errors are defended; and 
i as the patrons of them know but one mode of an- 
i Wen okjeftions viz, dhe quoting the Scripture, 
| where 
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of che drift of che - writes, coineiĩdes with their 


notions; juſt ſo does Mr. W. reſer us over und 

over again to the literal meaning of one or d 
paſſages in the Goſpel, taken ſeparately ſrom their 

context. This he calls n 
and not to be eluded . 

If the letter be our only rule in/ivehopeeting ho 
Goſpel Doctrine, and more particularly Chnft's 
precepts; Chriſtian diſcipline, ſo far from being at 
an end, is not even begun. Some indeed have made 
it a rule, twice a day, and ance in the night, to 


mortify the fleſh with a ſcourge, which they | 


carry in their hand ſor this purpaſe;; but this ig 
not enough, they ſhould make it a point to eut aff 
one hand, and to reſerve the other, merely chat they 
may be able to carry a croſs upon their ſhoulders, 
and thus accompliſh literally the will of their maſ - 
ter. If this be the ſtandard of their obedience to 
him, his yoke is a yoke indeed. Vain are our 
| hopes of ſeeing the poor ſufferers reheved by Mr. 


Ws Kind interference. He has begun his work 


at the wrong end. Inſtead of lightening the bur- 
den under which ſo. many groan, alas! he ſhould 
lay additional weights Wr their ſhoulders; and 


Toa And teeming from early habits, with a variety 
of images, there is no knowing what appearances 
things may aſſume. Beneath the ſhield of theſe argu- 


ments,” ſays Mr. W—, '« Ftake my Rand. Thus did a 
celebrated Knight of old, take his ſtand, beneath a barber's 


baſon, which he took for a helmet. 


— 


| 
| 


Lb 


With regard to himſelf, inſtead of avoiding the con- 
venticle, he ſhould never be out of it, as the rigor 
of its diſcipline, to uſe Mr. W—'s phraſedlogy, 
te beggars, every thing that was ever heard of in 
« this way, and would ſuffuſe the cheek of the moſt 
ce rigid IJfraelite wl a £011 po _ of _ 
«ce ority * 33 
Thus much for Mr. W— s manner of removing 
objeAtions for I ſhall take no notice of his anſwers 
to two or three trifling allegations in favour of Social 
| Worſhip, as it is no part of my yoo to ne my 
_ ule of them at preſent. | | 
In his next ſection, Mr. W— more and more 
perſuaded, that his literal interpretation of Matt. 
vi. 5, 6. is abundantly ſufficient to remove ſcruples 
about any other paſſage unfriendly to his hypotheſis, 
has made ſome vague and general remarks, on 
what he calls the practice of the Apoſtles, to induce 
a belief, ſometimes, (for Mr. W— is always 
upon the wing) that what has been taken for Social, 
was no more than private worſhip among the Apoſ- 
tles: at other times, that if any ſuch thing ex- 
iſted among them, it was diſſimilar, quite diſſimilar 
to modern Public dm laſtly, that when they 


* The 8 of this Iſraelite, of this fuave rubens 
kyacinthus, iweet bluſhing hyacinth, among the brambſes 
of Preſbyterian diſcipline, muſt be allowed to be very 
beautiful, and conſequently very ſeaſonable.— I feel no 
« difficulty,” ſays Mr. W— in another place, te in declaring 
< that public devotion with ſome, and particularly the Diſ-, 
e ſenters, would be to me a moſt irkſome yoke, a moſt in- 
6 ' tolerable burden.” 


prayed 


240 55. 1 
prayed together, they did no more en unite in the 

ſame ſentiment, and preſent re their peti - 
tion to the Almighty. * 

As Mr. W— does not fay a _=4 in n -of 
his firſt hypotheſis, he ſaves me the trouble of ma- 
king an anſwer to it; therefore, valeat quantum 


valere poteſt. With regard to his ſecond, he ſurmiſes 


at one time (for here again he muſt be aimed at fly- 
ing) that the Apoſtles, in their public prayer, con- 
fined themſelves to expreſſions of praiſe and grati - 
tude: at another, that groſs improprieties and even 
wickedneſs mixes itſelf in the divine ſervice of moſt, 

if not all modern Chriſtians; and thus he ſpeaks of 
the prayers, which are offered to the Almighty for 
the relief of thoſe who ſuffer under the preſſure of 
want, of diſeaſe, of bodily torment*. Mr. W— 
forgets that- Chriſt ordered his diſciples to aſk for 
daily bread: that James recommends prayer to the 
afflicted ; and to the ſick the calling in of the elders, 
that they may pray for him, and he may recover: 
He forgets moreover, that men, imperfeft beings. 
as they are, uſe forbearance when importuned by 
improper petitions from their children aſcribing 
them to their ignorance: and accordingly, that if 
there be ought, in our addreſſes to our heavenly Fa- 
ther, which ſtrikes againſt his eternal laws, he will 
not, in compaſſion and mercy towards his n 
be behind hand with thoſe who are evil. 

Laſtly, Mr. W—obſerves, that it is no R 
( ſuppoſition, and one abundantly defenſible from | 
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2 bother writers, that the Evangelical Hiſtorlan 


« means only to ſtate the general ſentiments of the 
* Apoſtles at that time, and: the purport of the 
« prayer, which they individually has to the 
« Almighty *. | 

To this repreſentation of the matter, I beg Jeave 
to ſubjoin the Evangelical Hiftorian's account of a 


_ devotional meeting, which took place among the 


diſciples in conſequence of Peter's and John s re- 


leaſe from ones to which Mr. W refers us in his 
| note. ? 


And being ſet at liberty, they went to heir o 
company, and reported all that the chief priefts and 
elders had ſaid to them. And when they heard that, 
they lift up their voice to God with one atcord, and 


aid, Lord thou art God which haft made heaven and 
, SE © | 


If Mr. W—'s een be jut, It is ee 


that the individuals of this promiſcuous company 
were all firſt rate exhibitioners in the practice of 


extempore prayer; and that the Sacred Hiſtorian's 
retnark, they lift up their voice with one accord, 
applies to every one of them, ſo that all muft be 


| ſuppoſed to have ſpoken together. The former 


part of the inference is eaſily underſtood from the 
circumſtance that this was the interval of miracles ; 
But ho ſhall we reconcite the latter with Mr. Ws 
deci ed and fo often declared averſion to yocifera- 
tion; to A r medley of vain babblings, &c. &?' 

In ſome Fart of bis Effay d, Mr. Ws - ſuggtſts 


- A — 


+277 ag. 33. + AR. ive 23. $ Pag. 29. 


SIC 2 | | that, 


| * «a 
hat, if Public Worſhip were really of that import- 
: ance it has aſſumed in the eyes of mankind, God, 
do prevent the quartels, which one day were to re- 
ſult from it, among a few of his children, calling 
themſelves, the one the Engliſh Church, the other the 
Scotch Kirk, would certainly have left ſomewhere a 
declaration, ſo clear and poſitive, as to preclude all 
kindof controverſy on the matter. As divine wor- 
ſhip is one thing, and diſputes about its form, ano- 
ther we may very well apply to this mode of W 
, ing the expoſtulation of the ſatiriſt. 5 


Dic mihi nunc quæſo, dic 3 N 
| Reſpondes his Jane pater? Magna otia cœli ? 
Non eſt ut video: non eſt quod agatur apud vos. 


Of godlike race, in years outdone by none, 
Good father Janus! What ? Round Jove's high throne, 
For petty ſtrifes of men, ſuch ſolemn care? | 

Net Gods, I ſee, have time; much time to ſpare, 


In Page 38, Mr. W— has the following gbſer 
vation, — — For theſe viſible and material ſervices 
« have a tendency inſeparable from their nature, 
« and extremely operative on feeble minds. to tranſ- 
te fer devotion to mere ſemblances, from the life 
« and heart, to inculcate a perſuaſion never to be 
ce done away - that outward r may atone 
« for immorality.” 

Mr. W— is here viſibly confounding ſacrifices, 
ablutions, aſperſions, proceſſions and the like, with 
Social Worſhip, But let us adopt for one moment 
his idea, If public devotion be a viſible and ma- 
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terial beige: ſo is 3 which SUN . in pri- 
vate and individually: and if one have a tendency 
to transfer devotion from the lite and heart to mere 


ſemblance, ſa has the other A man of unſound 


principles, after having ſaid his prayers in his cloſer, 


may think himſelf at liberty-t0 fin, as much and 


perhaps more, than if he had ſaid them in public, 


Nay, if the abuſe of a thing render its aboli- 


tion abſolutely neceſſary, whatever be the copſe- 


| quence; the queſtion is, where ſhall we ſtop 2— 


What thing ſo. uſeful, ſo venera able, ſo facred, 
which, by the wickedneſs of man, has . ſerved, in 
its turn, as a handle to impoſture, and become, by 
this means, a ſource of confuſion and miſchief? 11 


5 Mr .W— be authorized to uſe the language | he uſes, 
away, not oply with your Social Worſhip, but way 


alſo with your Bible. If the argument 

5 Tantum relligio potuit ſuadere malorum, 
be applicable any where, it is to this written law. 
If ſhall make no other. anſwer, therefore, to this al- 
en of Mr, W—, than that it een too much. 
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SINCE my Ge of ſending ing t e Irece- 
ding ſheets to the preſs, | I met with % a | 
edition of Mr. Ws; 8 Effay, and "ooh "after with 
his Reply t to Br. 'Prieſitey; but find f no "induce. 
ment in either, to make any alteration in "what 1 
Have written; the whole being calculated to thew, : 
that where a man's ideas are ſet adrift,” fo : as to 15 f 
obferved floating, ſometimes in one direction, 
ſdmetimes i in another, they cannot be conſidered as 
proper guides f in i the purſuĩt of truth and knowledge | 
Se faf 6s regards Public Worſhip, and — 5 
circumſtaftces relative to it, I look upon Me. W—'s 
faith as being ertremefy unſetkled, and what he has 
ativanced fince, in addition to his firſt Eſſay, inſtead 
of removin 8, has only ſerved to confirm my ful- : 
Penk. 
Nr. W— in the Fr Sitio of his Eſtiy, ſets 
out with an 4 pprehenſion, that Public Wotſhip . 
no title to an injunckiog or practice from Chriſt and 
his Apoſtles' (page 6). He finds out afterwards, 
as he imagines, that the Savjour of the world had 
n reliſh for public prayer (page 12) chat a 


TE: | | deſign 


ESIET © T5. . 8 ' 


3 60 : 
deſign of quſtifying private prayer, and diſcourag- 
ing Social, Worſhip, is manifeſt in many of his 
zedings; (page 11): that he condemns the 
latter in plain and explicit terms, as inſeparable from 
oſtentation (p. 17) and in conſequence of theſe 
pretended diſcoveries, Mr. W— thinks himſelf at 
liberty to rail at Public Worſhip, as an abſurd and 
dangerous practice; ſentiments which are vpper- 
moſt in almoſt every page of his Eſſay. How- 


ever, after a mature deliberation upon this ſub-. 


| « ject, it is now Mr, W—'s firm perſuaſion, that 
* e might allow and practice i in thoſe days, 
© what he by no means A. to be bi _ 

1 upon his diſciples.” T 1 
I, need not point out to the 1 low wie 
| regard. ta the practice of Chriſt and his Apoſ- 
tles, Mr. W— is here ſhifting his ground, and un- 
N ſaying what he has ſaid before: but I cannot help 
obſerving, that unleſs Mr. W— chuſe to retract at 
the ſams time, what he has advanced concerning the 
nature and tendency of Public Worſhip in general, 
his conceſſions will not mend the matter; it is only 
making bad worſe. Chriſt might overlook, for a 
time, the inefficacy of certain Jewiſh ceremonies, ' 
and permit the obſervance of them, as they were. 
harmleſs; but Public Worſhip, according to Mr. 
Wir 8 repreſentation, cannot be conſidered in this 
light. Nor can the difference, which he imagines, 
between, Chriſtian and Jewiſh worſhip, leſſen any, : 
way the reproach, which he has thrown upon its ob- 
ſervange in . M r. W— therefore, i in peak. 
ing 


* 


E 
ing of Public Worſfiip, is not warranted — , 
that - Chriſt might alle and practice, wltat he by 
no means intended to be binding pn his Apoſtles: | 
Again; Mr. W— has boldly 'advaticed," that- 
united devotion; whether in à family or congrega- 
tion, is no more than ⸗ part of that hay and ſtub- 
« ble, which has been laid on to the foundation of 
ec Chriſtianity: by officidus zealots, to be deſtroyed 
<< by fire: but as he now is of opinion; that part 
of that hay and ſtubble may have been laid on by 
Chriſt himſelf; Mr. W ſketches out a plan of 
Public Worſtnip, in which he condeſcends to achui- 
eſe, and this merely that he may not appear too no- 
roſe. As [ have all the reaſon in the world to be- 
lieve, that Mr. W is a man of the ſtricteſt inte- 
grity; I mult believe alſo, that he is in eartieſt, 
when he thus recommends, or at leaſt encourages 
in one place, what he marks in another, n _— 
ject of his ſtrongeſt averſion. _ 
' Laſtly; what is ſtill more ondarfils in wy er 
of worſhip ſketched out by Mr. W, for the better 
edification of the well-meaning Chriſtian, nothing 
occurs but what is to be met with in the Practice 
and cuſtoms of almoſt every Chriſtian community. 
He mentions in the firſt inftance, more learned, 
« more aſſiduous; more diſintereſted teachers.“ 
That unqualified ſhepherds will now and then find 
their way into the fold, cannot be denied: but is it 
fair to condemn a whole body merely from this 
circumſtance? And where is the ſociety,” whoſe laws 


an not refuſe admittance, as teachers, to individu- > 
6 . : als 


11 @eq 


. 2 of tuch a. charge? The ideas. of 
indeed according to the character of 
t even” arnong the fcft adi to diſcri- | 
bins dull Wis yp 4 head, rough ever ſo 
ready to pour ot Greek and Latin, will not paſs ot 
| tbr: merely, mnie dae en 
brotherhood. tee ee e als 
Mr. WS nent regutarigir iy) that es tlie ſer- 
« vice ſhould begin with ſelect potions of Scrip- 
« ture, digeſted imo ſbrtierhing of order and ſitni- 
« larity, in different fetts, for different tines; with 
ten view to all the irey which the Bible can fup= 
* ply; and fhould'be knowti by the people; a5 che 
is ohly means of ſecuring attention. Theſe por- 
« tions ſHoult Be mort, ank their ſubject, the ſu- 
. preme dominion,” the uni verfal providenee, wiſ- 
dom, and goodneſs of Jehovah. Theſe ſhould be 
_ «followed: by ſimitar portions fron the N. T. rela- 
« tive to the Redemption and Reſurrection of man- | 
lind, Bec. but theſe alſo ſhould” he ſhört . 
I had tranſcritzed the whole of this paragraph, 
barns What ſhifts a fan ity be ee, | 
when, merely from it humdòur, be is bem — 
contradiction. If Mr. W. —tliert ſt gte: : 
to plabes of Publie Worſhip; as not to know, thar 
what he here propoſes, no doubt us ſometking new, 
is pracliſed in moſt, if not in every dne of them ꝰ 
With this difference only; that when tie occaſional” 
ſudyect 0ecurs: in various parts of the Scripture, 
nt in n 0 
| ration 
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itions. Either, Mr. W was 
hen he ſketched out his new plan, or in bas 
propenſity to devotion ſo conſtantly. over- 
- &. when, he has, happened to, bg. preſent in 
places of Chriſtian worſhip, that he knows, no more 
what ia going, forward there, than what i going 
— forward, in the Jewiſh. Synagogue.  . 

The fame. reflexian, will, wiſe. if 3 
| W plan for the better regulation of the next 
part of the ſervice. Then, lays, he, “ . ſhould 
« follow an ex poſition of ſame portion of 12 
VXN. T. ww be claſed by a practical exhortation.” 

Is it poſſible to de more petverſe than Mr. W 
is here with the advocates for Social Worſhip? He 
vilifies their Practices: he ſets up ſor their refarme | 
erz and behold! in ſketching, out à plan fog this 
purpoſe, he can think; of nothing, bur cuſtoms, which 
have prevailed among them from time immemorial, 
tay. mare; I, might ſay that Mr. W.. 
troquces into his plan thoſe. very practicęs, for 
which he vilifies his qpponents. He rails at che guſ⸗ 
tom of aſſembling in che Temple to pay acomman. 
tribute of adoration to. the Deity, and recommends | 
_ nevertheleſs, its cantinuatian: for, I take it, fax, 
granted, when Mr. W— ſays, The whole ſexvice 
* ſhquld canclude with a ſhort adqreſa fam ghe Mir 
er niſter to God,” (p. S6. Ap.) he means chat chæ cn 
gregation ſhould join in this adgreſs. . He qualifies, it 
indeed: ee, th hank be entered ypon 


cc in 


t 4 1 


a in a pure evangelical ſpirit of devotions without 
"© any mixture of - petitions relative to the mere 
ee proſperity and accommodations of the preſent 
« life; of a merely worldly and perſonal nature, 
* unconnected with eternity.“ (ibid.) By which 
reſtrictions Mr. W— means, I ſuppoſe, to juſtify 
the contempt with which he has ſpoken of Pub- 
hc Worſhip in general: but unleſs he can 
prove, that God is not that tender and gracious pa- 
rent, he is ſuppoſed to be, willingly inchning his ear 
to the cries of thoſe who ſuffer, and call to him for de- 
liverance: that Chriſt did not command his diſciples 
to pray for daily bread ; that Paul did not order 
 Interceſſions for the welfare of all men, and 'eſpeci- 
ally of thoſe who are in authority; and laſtly, that . 
James never mentioned any thing about a ſick man 
being raiſed up by the prayers of the faithful; and 
conſequently, about the neceſſity of prayer in afflic- 
tions: unleſs Mr. W— can prove all this, his re- | 
ſtrictions will be laid aſide, as perfectly nugatory. 
Nor are Mr. W—'s regulations concerning the 
length of Prayer, any more likely to prove palate- 
able to the patrons of Social Worſhip. Aſter the 
ſinall degree of ſelf- command he has ſhewn in treat- Sh 
ing this ſubject, they will probably reject his in- 
terference as upon the whole very improper. 
Let him therefore be contented with the liberty of 
keeping at a diſtance from their public places of 
worſhip, Or if at any time, he chuſes to join in 
cheir ſervice, do not let him inſiſt upon their) Joining 
a | with 


. 6. 4s 5 
with len in the act of yawning and bande 
as often: as _ addreſs: dhe 1 the 


aught *_s Haw confilesl ſuch andabid as ndeden, 
as criminal, as expreſsly condemned by Chriſt and 
his Apoſtles. We are told by St. Luke, that Chriſt 
ſpoke a parable to this end, that men ought —_— 
| to pray, and not to aint (Luke xviii. 1.) ] and 
ſhould Mr. W—'s opponents, affixing to the ward E 
10 Kn. the . of 2 and nee 
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* xe) un TIETTTA "As the ancient inhabitants of Greece, JR 
knew'no man ſuperior to'the' brave; and 'none more con- 
temptible than the daſtard; they called the former, em- 
phatically, 4% Nos, and the latter, z@x0;. Several inſtances + 
might be adduced from Homer; 1 ſhall quote butitwo. 
Iliad. E. p- 643. and Iliad. B. p. 363. In both places, 
xexi; is explained by the ancient Scholiaſt, (Edit. = 
eros, Fins, From the word xaxtc, taken in this ſenfe, 
comes the verb  xxaxgy, which in its primitive ſig- 
nification, means accordingly to miſbehave in tht day oft. 
battle, to run away from the aſſigned poſt, Paul, that Lebte 

champion i in the defence of Chriſtianity, i is fond of intro-.. 
| ducing the latter word, and uſes 1 it no doubt, bi ith a 5 
ence to its firſt ſignification. See Gal. vi. 9 1 hel.” I 
13. 2. Theſſ. iii. 13. 2/Cor. iv. 16. In l de Faden 
Beza tranſlates the greek verb, / gneſcere, and the Mul 
gate, in three of them, deficere. It ſeems ſuſceptibls, of -. - 
a more emphatical turn, which 1 muſt leave howeper, . 
to better judges, In a ſecondary ſignification it * lies“ 
to any buſineſs, in which he that undertakes i IR m 
and proves faint-hearted and unſteady, Luke uſes it Fs T. 
preſs that pufillanimity, which ſhrinks back from 1 
throne of mercy, becauſe there is a delay in the * 
ation of the ſi upreme will of heaven. 
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1 
utter, in a kind of tranſe the following exclama- 
tion; ! To the lover of truth, who wiſhes to ad- 
< juſt his conduct by the ſtandard of the Goſpel, 
« this emphatic paſſage will appear of ineſtimable 
« value, and indiſputable as demonſtration :” Mr. 
W— would probably be at a loſs to find a pro- 
per anſwer; as this is the very language he uſes, 
when, abſurdly enough, he affixes a literal ſenſe to 
Chriſt's precept concerning the obligation of pray- 
ing in the cloſet. Be this as it may, with reſpect 
to prayer, as well as in other matters, ideas and 


manners vary. What appears to one, to exceed 
the bounds of diſcretion, may ſeem to another 


to fall ſhort of it; and of all the cauſes of diſ- | 
putes none is more frivolous, more contemptible, 


than that which ariſes from an impatient deſire of 


dictating in matters of this nature. 
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